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Amaze your
friends, family and
yourself with these

Fascinating

Financial Facts!

Plus, the self-test
questions can be a
helpful indicator
of areas that
you may benefit
from professional
advice.

“No” answers may
be a concern and
you should call for
an appointment.
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FINANCIAL FACTS®

CALL (417) 887-1272 WITH QUESTIONS AND/OR TO SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS

FACT: The 3 best gain days (by percentage) for the S&P 500 in the last 68 years (i.e.,
dating back to January 1950) all occurred during the month of October (source: BTN

Research).

FACT: Through 9/07/18, the S&P 500 is up +8.9% YTD (total return). Through 9/07/17
(i.e., 1 year ago), the S&P 500 was up +11.7% YTD (total return), on its way to a full
year gain of +21.8% (source: BTN Research, BTN 09/10/18).

FACT: The top performing individual stock in the S&P 500 gained +144.8% YTD through
Friday 8/31/18. That same stock lost 9.4% in 2017 (source: BTN Research, BTN 09/10/18).

Self Test: Have you budgeted for inflation, cost-of-living increases, and recessions
within your retirement plan? Yes or No?

FACT: As of the end of 2017, 19% of Millennials and 12% of Baby Boomers had no
money (either pre-tax or post-tax) invested in the stock market. Millennials were born
between 1981-97 and were ages 20-36 in 2017, while the Baby Boomers were born
between 1946-64 and were ages 53-71 in 2017 (source: Vanguard, BTN 09/17/18).

FACT: America’s 5 largest banks control 47% of all banking assets, up from 29% in 1998
or 20 years ago (source: Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, BTN 09/17/18).

FACT: Between 6/25/04 and 2/02/07, a period of more than 2 % years, no bank failed
in the US requiring a bailout from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.
Between 2/02/07 and 12/15/17 (almost 11 years) 531 banks failed and required a
bailout, equal to 49 per year or just short of 1 per week (source: FDIC, 09/24/18).

FACT: If the current US business expansion lasts through July 2019, it will be the
longest expansion in the history of the United States at 121 months in length (source:
National Bureau of Economic Research, 09/24/18).

Self Test: Are you planning for this year's taxes while you still have time to do
something about them? Yes or No?

FACT: An estimated 44.4% of all US individual taxpayers will legally pay zero federal
income tax for tax year 2018 on their Tax Form 1040 that is due 4/15/19 (source: Tax Policy
Center, BTN 09/17/18).

FACT: 44% of 1,040 retirees surveyed in January 2018 report that their health care
expenses in retirement are higher than they anticipated (source: Employee Benefit Research
Institute, BTN 09/17/18).

FACT: The total cost of the Social Security program in 2018 ($1.003 trillion) is projected
to exceed its total income ($1.001 trillion), resulting in the program’s first deficit since
1982 (source: Social Security, BTN 09/17/18).
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FACT: The unemployment rate in July 2018 for Americans with at least a bachelor’s
degree was just 2.2%. The unemployment rate in July 2018 for Americans who
stopped their education after graduating from high school was 4.0% (source: Department of
Labor, BTN 09/03/18).

FACT: 45% of 3,000 full-time workers from 8 different countries worldwide believe
they could complete their workload each day in less than 5 hours if they were allowed
to function uninterrupted throughout the day (source: Kronos Incorporated, 09/24/18).

FACT: 27% of 2,000 adults surveyed own group life insurance through a policy made
Securities Offered Through available by their employer but paid for by the employee. 70% of those purchasing

USA Financial Securities the group insurance have death benefits of no more than $100,000 (source:
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FACT: 68 people drown in the United States every week — almost 10 per day — in non-
boating accidents (source: Center for Disease Control, BTN 09/03/18).

FACT: Hurricane Harvey hit Texas on 8/25/17 and caused $125 billion in damages, the
2nd costliest weather disaster (inflation adjusted) in US history. Hurricane Florence hit
North Carolina on 9/14/18, killing 42 people and causing an estimated $38-50 billion in
damages (source: Nat’l Hurricane Center, Moody’s Analytics, BTN 09/24/18).

FACT: As of baseball games played this season through 9/06/18, every team in the
majors except for the Los Angeles Dodgers has blown at least a 4-run lead in a game
and eventually lost the game. The Chicago White Sox have lost 7 games this season
when they have held at least a 4-run lead in the game (source: MLB, BTN 09/10/18).




